
 
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
September 17, 2004 

5:00 P.M. 
Austin Public Library 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz. Council Member-at-Large Goodnature.   
Council Members Jorgenson, Koch, Pacholl, Christopherson, 
Chamberlain, and Nordin. 

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT:           Austin Daily Herald.  Austin Post Bulletin. Police Chief Paul 

Philipp.  City Engineer Jon Erichson. 
 
 
The City Council is meeting to declare a disaster emergency for 30 days due to the 
September 15 flood.  Due to ground water from the flood coming in Council Chambers, 
the meeting was held in the large meeting room of the Austin Public Library.   
 
Moved by Council Member Koch, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution giving consent and approving the mayor’s declaration of local emergency.  7-
0.  Carried. 
 
Police Chief Paul Philipp said paperwork will be filed by Monday to receive a 
presidential declaration of disaster.  To declare a disaster, $7M of damage must be 
proven.  Seven counties will be joining together to receive this aid.  The City will need to 
recoup overtime costs, equipment, and any other expenses will be chargeable.  Tom 
Dankert has coded all expenses related to the flood, including truck usage and overtime.   
 
Mayor Rietz said the area was visited by House Rep. Gil Gutknecht, along with Bev 
Nordby from the Soil and Water Conservation Office and others on Wednesday.  The 
Corps of Engineers reviewed this area after the flood of 2000 but will need to review this 
area again as the flood this time was much worse.  We will need to look at possibly a 
reservoir system as was built in the state of Kansas. 
 
Police Chief Paul Philipp said he has received a call from the Corps of Engineers who 
thinks they may reevaluate.  The magnitude of the project in 2000 was believed to be cost 
prohibitive. 
 
Bev Nordby said she has been in contact with the water resource management office at 
the University of Minnesota.  She believes the City of Austin could gain some answers 
from that office and have a solution which is a lot less expensive than channeling.   
 



  Minutes of 09-17-04 
 
 
   

Council Member Pacholl said he has heard an estimate of the loss to businesses and 
questioned if FEMA aid would also help residences.  Mayor Rietz said it would, and 
would also help with aid for our infrastructure, including staff costs. 
 
Council Member Pacholl also noted that this is a good time to move on the development 
of an emergency access road for 4th Avenue NE. 
 
Police Chief Paul Philipp added that the east side of the city was totally sealed off.  Both 
the police and fire departments were then stationed on both sides of the city, but they 
couldn’t cross over.  Fourth Avenue NE is not yet graded so there is no ability to cross 
over.   
 
Chief Philipp said Chamber of Commerce Director Sandy Forstner is gathering loss 
estimates from businesses to forward to FEMA.  So far, 57 businesses have reported, and 
those losses alone would qualify us for the minimum $7M loss required of FEMA. 
 
So far, estimates show 340 homes were affected, 30 in Adams and 10 in LeRoy.  These 
numbers are expected to increase. 
 
City inspectors will be reviewing damage to buildings. 
 
Council Member Koch questioned whether the hurricane disaster in Florida would slow 
down the FEMA process.  Chief Philipp said FEMA is expected here to preliminarily 
review losses on Monday and Wednesday.  Loss to public infrastructure will be reviewed 
on Wednesday. 
 
Volunteer coordination, organized by Jewish and Lutheran disaster groups, is set up at 
Christ Episcopal Church.    
 
Mayor Rietz thanked all involved in the work of the flood.  The phone number hotlines 
set up by the volunteer coordination are as follows:  434-3634 for those who need help, 
and 434-3635 for those who can help.  She urged volunteers to register so they may be 
covered by insurance. 
 
Moved by Council Member Koch, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adjourning the 
meeting. 
 
Adjourned:   5:20  p.m.  
 
Approved:    October 4, 2004  
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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